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of workers. Thirty-three per cent, are members of the
Communist Party or the Komsomol, with a predomi-
nance among the officers. He described the work of the
Komsomol as throughout one of education—education
by example. First there was the Civil War to be won,
later came the work of the First Five Year Plan, which,
as we already know, called for all sorts of privations,
self-sacrifices, adventure, and enterprise, and therefore
served as a great stimulus for the revival of enthusiasm.
In the Donets Basin, for instance, where the original
housing and food supply was entirely inadequate, all
sorts of things had to be improvised in haste. He
reckoned two periods as those of the greatest stress :
the Civil War, 1918-21, and, though " of course, in-
comparably less," that of the period when collectivization
was being enforced on the peasants. The hierarchy, as is
known, begins with the Octobrist children, passes on to
the Pioneers (eight to sixteen), for which all children
are accepted, then to the Komsomol (fourteen to twenty-
three), where selection is much more careful, and later to
the Communist Party, where guarantors of reliability are
required, with a much longer period of probation for
those who are not of proletarian origin. As the ages
overlap at each stage, the heads of the Pioneers are already
members of the Komsomol, and the heads of the Kom-
somol are already full members of the Party, with a
limitation of salary to 450 roubles a month.
He spoke to me all through with a respect for a different
opinion : " from our point of view." When I asked
of the objects of their educational work, he said, " We
teach them that religion is a myth," and made no comment
when I intervened : " If God had meant the same thing

